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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRAZIL TO ASSIST PARAGUAY IN CONTROL OF ENDEMIC DISEASES 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 29 Oct 80 p 2 


[Text] Brasilia--Health Minister Waldir Arcoverde is journeying to Foz do Iguacu 
today to meet with Anan Jimenez, Paraguay's minister of public health and social 
welfare. The purpose of the meeting is to establish committees to carry out the 
Cooperative Health Agreement signed in 1972 covering the Itaipu hydroelectric pro- 
ject which has been ineffective up to now. 


Health Ministry experts indicated that the agreement is of interest particularly in 
setting up joint programs to control endemic diseases, since the area is susceptible 
to schistosomiasis, malaria and Chagas disease. The greatest concern is that of the 
possible spread of schistosomiasis as a result of the flooding of large areas which 
will occur with the damming of the Parana River for the operation of the hydroelec- 
tric plant. 


Therefore, it is necessary to clean up the area before the dam is constructed by us- 
ing mollusticides to combat the variety of cabbage in which the disease is found, 
according to the experts. 


Arcoverde will protit by his trip to Foz do Iguacu to meet with experts responsible 
for Ministry of Health projects in the Itaipu areas involved. He is particularly in- 
terested in the project of feeding and nutrition (supervised by INAN [National Food 
and Nutrition Inetitute]) aimed at distributing food to pregnant women, wet nurses 
and children less than 7 years of age; this project has given good results reducing 
the mortality rate among infants and children born with low weight. 


SUCAM is also taking an active part in the Itaipu areas involved by working in close 

collaboration with the state secretariats of Parana and Mato Grosso do Sul. In addi- 
tion to projects for the control of endemic diseases to protect migrants from yellow 

fever, Chagas disease, schistosomiasis and malaria, it is making a complete ecologi- 

cal study of the area in collaboration with the Environmental Department. 
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NATLONAL HEALTH PROGRAM ST TUATION SURVEYED 


Maputo TEMPO in Porcuguese 9 Nov 80 pp 29-30 


{text} "The improvement of a community's sanitary situation is a duty which involves 
everyone (...), a battlefront of a political, social, economic and cultural nature 

in which not only health workers cake part. It also and in particular concerns the 
duly organized ran and file” --according to a party official document which comes 

to grips with the health problem in Angola. 


These programs, whose practical application is based on a broai sanitation-oriented 
and extensive vaccination plan as well as free medicine established in the country 
after independence. Its results have been positive. To cite official data: From 
1977 to the first half of 1979, throughout the entire country, 3 million vaccinations 
were given for the most diverse contagious endemic diseases; there were more than 9 
million general consultations and over 100,000 births were attended. Also, in 1979 
30,000 surgical operations were performed and 130,000 hospitalizations were recorded. 





Obviously, euch results would never have been achieved if it were not for people, who 
are the determining factor in this ennobling task which involves everyone's health. 
This in great measure determines the existence of about 700 health stations, 140 
health centers and 45 hospitals throughout the country served by nore than 500 doctors 
and 3,000 technical paramedics. 


When we consider taese accomplishments, on the one hand, we have to acknowledge that 
they do not yet meet all the country's health needs; on the other hand, we have to 
admit that Angola has made progress in this field. And this, taking into consider- 
ation that the country has gone through two fierce national liberation wars heightened 
by the wholesale exodus after independence of technical cadres and by the undeclared 
state of war which racist South Africa has for a long time been inflicting on it, and, 
lastly, the manner in which medical practice was carried out in colonial times. 


in 5 years of independence, a number of medical practices have been introduced, out- 
standing among which are the wiping out of private medicine and the establishment of 
the free-servic principle. The first steps were taken in the prophylactic field, 
particularly through the launching of the First National Vaccination Campaign against 
poliomyelitis, introducing the first outpatient health plan in the outlying barrios 
of several provinciei capitals in the country, posts for several technical health 
schools, and refresher courses for health workers and the establishment of the Luanda 
University Central Hospital. 














What were the reeults of all this? An almost complete eradication of infantile 
paralysis iv the country and a notable improvement in everyone's health, 


But the battle to obtain an acceptable level of health for evervone does not stop 
here. 


And as soon as the party and the government, aware of this, devoted special attention 
to the training and improvement of existing cadres, and, moreover, conscious of the 
fact that this is a task involving the entire community, they undertook several health 
programs, through extensive radio broadcasting, with the view of raising awareness 

of and promoting the health of all the people 


During 1977 and 1978, some 1,906 paramedics were trained in the country's 20 public 
health technical seaools. In 1979, 950 technicians left the country for a 3-year 
training stint abroud. New professional training courses for more than 3.000 students 
were intcoduced and two more public health technical schools were opened in Soyo and 
Lunda-Norte. 


Also, to emphasize the importance of international solidarity in the area of medico- 
sanitation assistance help was provided, both during the struggle for national lLiber- 
ation and after independence, by sending technicians, medical supplies and equipment 
as well as by training Angolan technicians. 


In fact, in the area of health, Angola largely depeuds on the cooperation of the 
German Democratic Republic, Bulgaria, Cuba, Hungary, Yugoslavia, the USSR and Czech- 
oslovakia, in addition to the support of several foreign doctors, among whom are 
Portuguese, French, Spanish, Peruvians, Dutch, Argentines, Chileans and West Germans 
residing tn Angola. 


According to the last official data of July 1980, cooperating in Angola are about 500 
doctors, more than 300 male nurses and 280 health specialists who, in addition to ren- 
dering medical-sanitation assistance in several of the country's hospital centers, 
cooperate in the training of Angolan technicians in this field. 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA DEATHS REPORTED--Chandpur, Nov. 9: Sporadic Cholera which broke out through- 
out the Chandpur suldivision so far claimed 32 lives according to official sources. 
Unofficial sources put the death figure at 45. Out of 32 deatis eight were reported 
from Hajigan}, 16 from Kachua, five from Chandpur and three from Faridganj police 
stations. Meanwhile, shortage of saline and medicines pushed their prices up ab- 
normally. Besides shortage of transport is also hampering anti-epidemic drives, 

it te learnt. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Nov 80 p 2] 
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BRAZIL 


GOLD FEVER CONTINUES DESPITE MALARIA OUTBREAK 

Malaria Outbreak in Roraima 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 27 Oct 80 p 7 
[Article by Joao Paptista de Freitas] 


[Excerpt] The Military Police soldier requested dismissal from headquarters. The 
doctor closed his office, the barber put away his razor and c'ippers, the worker 
left his job, the public official his department, and the salesclerk -he store. All 
dominated by the same fixed idea: to hasten to the latest Brazilian gold strike, a 
place of difficult access but not far from Boa Vista, a mining claim full of gold 
wnere 1,000 men are already working and where another 2,000 are headed. Most of 
them, from Rondonia, and--it is said, "just passing by"--are suffering from malaria. 





Although the gold fever ts producing a genuine euphoria in the city, the discovery 
hy SUCAM [Superintendency for Public Health Campaigns] that 60 percent of the pros- 
pectors who have arrived in Boa Vista in the last few days are suffering from mal- 
aria has caused concern among local health oificials who fear an outbreak of the 
disease not only at the Santa Rosa site--the new El Dorado--but even in the Roraima 
capital where the car ler mosquito is abundant. The problem is becoming more ser- 
lous with the news that at least 3,000 more prospectors are pieparing to head for 
that territorv in search of gold. 


The Gold Rush 


Not even the confirmation of cases of malaria among the prospectors who have arrived 
from Rondonia has dampened the enthusiasm of the Boa Vista residents who had been 
bent on heading for the Santa Rosa mining claim located on the Urarica River which 
flows into the Uraricoera, a tributary of the Rio Branco. Nor were they deterred 

by the knowledge that they would have other dangers to face in that area, without 
considering certain natural hazards such as waterfalls and dense forests. 


Scientist Warns of Resurgence 


Riv de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 29 Oct 80 p 2 


[Text | Brasilia--Prof Karl Rieckmann, adviser to the World Health Organization in 
trop cal medicine, warned yesterday of a resurgence of malaria ir the world, espec- 
ially in Latin America and Africa. 


Ww 











“Formerly, by administering antimalarial drugs, we were able to control the disease, 
even |imlt its epread in endemic areas. But the appearance of types of malaria 
which are resistant to conventional treatment has apprec!ably complicated the sit- 
uation.” 


Rieckmann, in Brazil to supervise an experiment with a new antimalarial drug being 
used at Barros Barreto Hospital in Belem, believes that mephloquine offers great 
hope. 


"The second phase of the Brazilian project--112 patients with complete treatment-- 
{s to be completed in March 1981. But the results already obtained indicate that 
the drug is effective in the treatment of types of malaria resistant to conventional 
methods, not having presented any disagreeable side effects." 


After inspecting the mephloquine project in Belem, Rieckwann, professor ot tropical 
medicine at the University of New Mexico in California, went to Brasilia for a meet- 
ing with SUCAM Superintendent Jose Fiuza Lima and experts connected with the combat 
against malaria. 


The increase in the number of cases of malaria in Brazil is attributable to the 
large number of migrants coming from Brazilian areas where there is no malaria to 
work in agricultural and cattle-raising projects in Amazonia vhere the disease rep- 
resents the most serious health problem. With the discovery of gold in Serra Pel- 
ada, in Para, and the appearance of many other gold strixes of lesser importance in 
highly malarial areas, extensive migration served to multiply cthe cases of malaria 
in Amazonia. 
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CAMPAIGN TO ERADICATE CHAGAS DISEASE UNSUCCESSFUL 


Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 23 Oct 80 p 15 





[Text] Srasilia--About 12 percent of Brazil's total population, or 10 million peo- 
ple, are afflicted with Chagas disease; the upper and lower extremes are Rio Grande 
do Sul with 27.7 percent and Espirito Santo with 0.1 percent. This information was 
revealed during a discussion on Chagas disease and schistosomiasis held by the Health 
Committee of the Chamber. According to Jose Fiuza Lima, superintendent of the Min- 
istry of Health's campaigns, steps were taken in 511 municipalicies to prevent 

Chagas disease through the spraying of BHC [benzene hexachloride], although it had 
been eatimated by that organization that at least 1,200 municipalities had given 
evidence of trypanosoma, tranemitter of the disease. 


There are 2 million equare kilometers in which the disease is kniwwn to exist, or 
about 2) percent of the national territory and, according to Fiuzga, “it is very dif- 
ficult to obtain adequate funds for a program which would reach the entire area of 
known tranemiseion.” 


There ore two ways fo fight Chagas disease: by spraying BHC and, indirectly, by im- 
proving basic sanitation and housing conditions. In the opiniur of the SUCAM [Super- 
intendency for Public Health Campaigns) superintendent, improvemenc of housing con- 
ditions in a large portion of the northeastern hinterland, where the Brazilian and 
peeudomacular varieties of trypanosoma are prevalent, would be the better alternative 
for control, 


Pro! Aloleio Prata of the University of Brasilia, who has been researching the dis- 
ease in the Gotas city of Mambai through an agreement with SUCAM, said that the univ- 
eraity was not reeponsible ‘or the control of Chagas disease in the gunicipality 

and had never forbidden SUCAM from spraying the area. Prata was questioned by Dep- 
uty Buclides Scalco (PMDB-PR) [Brazilien Democratic Movement Party-Parana] who ap- 
peared concerned about the accusation that SUCAN was not treating the area at the 
professor's request. Prata asserted that the BNC [National Credit Bank] is not 
interfering with his research, which is aimed at discovering the types of trypano- 
soma to be found in the area, and that he had never forbidden spraying “inasmuch as 
SUCAM had never shown up in that area.” 




















MASS VACCINATION FOR CHILDREN TO BE INITIATED IN 1981 


Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL tn Portuguese 28 Oct 80 p 8 


[Text] Salvador--"A program for the mass vaccination of Brazilian children will get 
underway in 1981," Health Minister Waldir Arcoverde announced. “The children will 
be immunized against poliomyelitis, whooping cough, tetanus, diphtheria and measles. 
A total of 200 million doses of vaccine will be used." 


To carry out the program the ministry will adminieter the following doses: 90 mil- 
lion antipolio--the campaign is to begin on the second Saturday of July with the sec- 
ond dose being given on the second Saturday of Auguet--70 million against measles 
with 45 million to be obtained abroad, and between 20 and 30 million doses of tri- 
purpose vaccine. 


Townuni zat lon 





While in Salvador, Minister Waldir Arcoverde took part in the ineuguration of the 
Goncalo Muniz Research Center, a branch of the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, which will 
operate in conjunction with the State Government and the Federal University of Bahia. 
The center is to specialize in tropical diseases, particularly Chagas disease and 
schistosomiasis as well as other infectious and contagious diseases. 


At the center the minister agreed with criticisms made by doctcrs that priority had 
been given to poliomyelisis, while measles is responsible for » greater number of 
deaths. According to Arcoverde, the ministry's decision to begin the program with 
polio immunization was based on its being easy to administer. 


He admitted that, while measles causes 7 deaths out of every group of 100,000 Brazil- 
ian children, poliomyelitis results in only 1 death out of each 100,000. In addition 
to the fact that polio vaccine is easy to administer, he remarked that it was neces- 
sary to obtein experience in mass vaccination in order to immunize against measles. 


Arcoverde also advised that on 6 November the official document of the Health Preven- 
tion Campaign will be given to the Federal Chamber's Health Commission. On Monday 
he is to meet with Jair Soares, minister of welfare and social security, to decide 
what stipulations to include in the program and receive new suggestions from members 
of parliament. “Compatible suggestions will be approved," the health minister said, 
“as they will help ir drawing up the final document to be reviewed by the Council 

for Social Development.” 











le believes that by the end of thie year the Health Prevention Campaign will be ap- 
proved by the president of the republic who is aleo chairman of the Council for So 
Cial Development. He said: 


"The Health Prevention Campaign ia an unbeatable social project, even though it is 
being critiged ae being atate-influenced, private in nature, socializing and capital- 
fet. The truth te alwaye in the middle of the road. The critictama would seem to 
be due to differences of viewpoint in approaching the program, 


"All basic and preventive aeatatance,” he explained, “will be attributed to the state, 
while in the area of apectalization and large hospitale the government will intervene 
only to supervise the sector. Except for this, the state will retain responsibility 
for the immunization and research sectors.” 
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HEALTH MINISTER TO EXPLAIN NEW POLICY REGARDING LEPROSY 


Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 12 Nov 80 p 16 


jtext] Brasilia (0 GLOBO)--When the Third National Leprology Congress opens today 
at Hotel Gloria in Rio, Valdir Arocoverde, minister of health, will speak on the 
new Brazilian leprosy policy proclaimed by Preventive Medicine, which avoids hos- 
pitalization of the patient as far as possible in favor of ambulatory treatment. 


Arcoverde admits in his speech that the statistics that the Ministry of Health has 
on the number of lepers in Brazil are very patchy and do not provide a general 
view of the incidence of the disease. 


"Our first step when the Preventive Medicine plan is adopted will be to take a sys- 
tomatic survey of leprosy, because the reality must be much worse than the 170,000 
known cases, with 14,000 new cases annually." 


The work of the congress will last until 15 November, with lectures, debates, and 
study groups. Parallel to the national congress the First International Leprology 
Congress will be held; it is estimated that there are over 20 million cases of 
leprosy worldwide. 


Since Arcoverde took the health portfolio he has been defending a more restricted 
use of hospital internments, both in the case of leprosy and in tuberculosis and 
mental diseases. According to him, in the case of leprosy ‘here is no sense in 
isolating the patient when he has begun to be treated, since before the disease 
was detected he has had a long contact with his family. 


“Hospitalizing him just when he begins to be treated, so that the risks of conta- 
tion are reduced, is an absurdity. Besides that, internment in a specialized hor- 
pital carries a social stigma that is hard to overcome even after the disease has 
been completely cured. For that reason | favor ambulatory treatrent whenever pos- 
sible, because it facilitates the reintegration of the leper into his family and 
society,” says Arcoverde, adding that hardly 5 percent of the cases of leprosy are 
of the "Virchowiar" type which involves great danger of contagion. 
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BRAZIL 


NATION PROPOSES JOINT ACTION TO COMBAT YELLOW FEVER 
Sfic Paulo O PSTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 22 Nov 80 p 12 


|Text] (from the Brasilia office)--It is possible to eradicate urban yellow fever 
in North, Central, and South America if the Pan-American Health Organization--OPAS 
--accepts the Brazilian proposal to carry out a joint effort of extinction and 
protection against the insect that transmits the disease, Aedes aegypti. Con- 
sidered eradicated over 5° years ago, urban yellow fever is becoming a threat again, 
especially to the states of Rio de Janeiro, Rio Grande do Norte, and Bahia, be- 
cause of vessels that arrive infected with the vector, which, in addition to yel- 
low fever, can also cause dengue, a disease characteristic of the Caribbean, which 
is sometimes fatal. 


This information was furnished yesterday by José Fiusa de Lima, superintendent of 
the Superintendency of Public Health Campaigns, at a group interviow called by the 
Mass Media Secretariat of the Presidency of the Republic. According to the special- 
ist, only a campaign that involves all the countries of South, Central, and North 
America can eradicate Aedes aegypti once and for all; he explains that the trans- 
mitter of yellow fever of the forest type persists in Brazil, principally in the 
Central Fastern and Amazonian regions, the vector living exclusively in the jungles. 


The threat of urban yellow fever, meanwhile, is not yet serious, according to José 
Fiusa de Lima, as it would require a very high density of mosquitoes, and that has 
not happened, nor has there been any reported case of urban yellow fever or of 
dengue. For next year SUCAM i« to spend 300 million cruzeiros combatting Acdece 
weupt , in continuation of the program that has been under way since 1975. 


‘nd in the case of forest yellow fever, the superintendent of SUCAM said that 
Brazil is importing 5 tons of insecticides today to combat the mosquito, at 

i180 thousand cruzeiros a ton. In addition, the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation is produc- 
ing 10 million doses of yellow fever preventive vaccine, always keeping a strategic 
stock of 3 million doses for eventualities. The technicians of the Ministry of 
Wealth, according to José fiusa, recommend that all persons who intend to go into 
the jungle take the vaccine at least 10 days before, and, just toalert the popula- 
tion on this point, beginning next year that agency, supported by SECOM [the Mass 
Media Secretariat), «ill launch a national information and vaccination campaign. 


From 1975 to October of this year 16 million persons were vaccinated and 70 cases 
of forest yellow fever occurred, 54 of which were fatal. The greatest number are 
occurring this year, with 25 cases up to July and 22 deaths. The vaccines are 
valid for 10 years, and many persons get immunity for up to 30 years. 


ll 

















Urban Yellow Pever 


in the last 6 years there have been more than 700 cases of urban yellow fever in 
South, Central, and North America, including 205 persons last year alone, and if 
no international program .s implemented--at high cost--the threat will persist, 

ven the United States has made it difficult to eradicate Avdee aegypti, because 
there is no policy of combatting it there, especially in Texas, where there are a 
large number of insects but no cases of the disease. The only concern that may 

lead the United States to enter into a campaign is dengue, which, beginning like 
A simple case of influenza, may lead to a hemorrhagic state and cause death, and 
there is no medicine with which to control it. 
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BRAZIL 





BRIEFS 


RABIES IN RONDONIA--With 12 deaths this year alone, rabies transmitted by domestic 
animals in Porte Velho is attaining the highest incidence in the country and is on 
the verge of an "epidemic outbreak," as classified by the Mexican sanitarian 
Eutinio Gonzales Luarca, of the World Health Organization, whe was in Rond6nia 

3 days recommending an intensive antirabies vaccination campaign to control the 
disease. According to him, since 1975 there have been fatal cases of hydrophobia 
transmitted by dogs in Rond6nia, while the authorities of the Territorial Secre- 
tariat of Health believe that the disease has been reported only since January of 
this year, when it claimed its first victim. The incidence of cases of hydropho- 
bia in Porto Velho is the highest in Latin America and "one of tie highest in the 
world,'' according to Aparfcio Carvalho, municipal secretary of health, who adds that 
the capital of the territory has twice the average number of dogs: "Normally there 
is 1 animal for every 10 inhabitants, whereas here we have over 2 for the same num- 
ber of persons." [Text] [S&o Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 4 Nov 80 

p 14] 5588 


MEASLES KILLS TWO IN CEARA--Two children have died with measies at Santana do Cariri, 
590 kilometers to the south of Fortaleza, while 15 others are bed patients at the 
municipal hospital, as reported by Father Nery Feitosa, the priest of the town, 
who says that "practically no medical assistance exists in the region; the reason 
for the outbreak >f measles is hunger, undernourishment, and lack of health care." 
In Cariri, a zone included in the region of the drought that is affecting the 
state and in a situavion of pre-calamity, as the priest revealed, there is a 
lack of every kind of improvements, especially in the sanitary sector. The lack 
of water is constant, as is the shortage of food, and the few tank trucks that ex- 
ist are not sufficient to take care of even 50 percent of the needs of the popula- 
tion. [Text] Sfo Faulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 4 Nov 80 p 14] 5588 


REDUCTION IN POLIO#-Recife--A reduction of almost 50 percent in the number of 

cases of poliomyelitis was the result observed by the Coordenation of Epidemiology 
of the Secretariat of Health from the mass vaccination campaign in June-August of 
this year. In the last 4 months there have been 25 cases of the disease, 2 of them 
fatal, whereas lat year there were 45. In 1979 infantile paralysis claimed 237 


victims. In * est half of this year the Secretariat of Health registered a 
total of 12 ’ , with 10 deaths. The secretariat has suggested to the Ministry 
of Health a smpaign in 1981, again from June to August. [Text] [Rio de 


Janeiro JORNA. J BRASIL in Portuguese 8 Nov 80 p 8] 5588 
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MALARIA IN SERRA PELADA--Brasilia--From ‘une to September of this year 284 cases 


ria were detected in the gold mining area of Serra Pelada, This informa-— 
hy from José Fiuza Lima, superintendent of SUCAM [Superinterdency for * 
Health Campaigns], Tomorrow President Joflo Figueiredo will be visiting os ~~ 
area of the region, According to the superintendent of SUCAM, the majority o e 
patients come from other localities, as the disease is under control in the mares 
area. Control work has been going on in the area since June, and is also — at 
preventing the occurrence of yellow fever and meningitis. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 


JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 11 Nov 80 p 14] 5588 


MALARIA IN PARA, MATO GROSSO--Lastly, the superintendent of SUCAM has reported that 
at the moment the mvlaria situation in the 205 clandestine gold mines identified in 
Paré remains unchanged, Three months ago José Fiusa sent to Waldyr Arcoverde, min- 
ister of health, a report of clandestine mines, where access is pratically — 
sible, asking that action be taken to combat malaria, a disease that serious!) 
threatens the region. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 


22 Nov 80 p 12] 5588 


MASS MENINGITIS LMMUNIZATION UNNECESSARY--The health minister does not consider it 
necessary at this time to conduct mass immunization against meningitis in Maranhao 
inasmuch as only 5 of the 24 cases reported in Imperatriz since last February have 
been confirmed as being true meningococcic meningitis and therefore not the type 
which produces an outbreak of the disease. In issuing this information, Health Min- 
ister Roberto Augusto Becker, of the Epidemiology Department, advised that residen- 
tlal chemoprophylactic measures had already been taken in cases of meningococcic 
meningitis with the aim of eliminating possible carriers of the disease while simul- 
taneously treating those suffering from the disease. According co Becker, the Min- 
istry of Health has enough vaccine and would not hesitate to use it {f necessary. 
However, in repeating that the present situation in the area does not indicate the 
need to use the vaccine, he observed that “nothing, meanwhile, says that the situ- 
ation might not change." For the time being, according to the health minister, 

the cases reported in Imperatriz are in the normal range, particularly since most 
of them involve patients from other cities and even neighboring cities, ‘Impera- 
triz being the gravitational point of an area of about 700,000 inhabitants consist- 
ing of people from throughout Maranhao and also Goias and Para.” He also advised 
that last week a team of experts from the State Secretariat of Health wae in the 
area and had ascertained that only 11 of the 24 cases had occurred in the virinity 
ot Imperatriz. |Text) [Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSE in Portuguese 17 Oct 8&9 p 7) 
8568 


CASSLLANDIA YELLO'! FEVER OUTBREAK--Campo Grande--The Superintendency for Public 
Health Campaigns (SUC‘\M) confirmed yesterday that 26 people had died from yellow 
fever in Cassitlandia, 'v.cated in the northeastern part of Mato Grosso do Sul. This 
elty is one of the main entry points of that state for groups of migrants coming 
from Golas and Amazonia in search of a better opportunity for making a living. SUCAM 
is urgently initiating a program of mass vaccination in the nortuneastern and south- 
ern areas and in the rural area near Dourados with the aim of immunizing at least 
60 percent of the rural population. [Text] [Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Port- 
uguese 18 Oct 80 p 9) 8568 


SOUTHERN PORK EXPORTS RELEASED--Porto Alegre--Agricultural Minister Amaury Stabile 
announced yesterday in Porto Alegre that the government had decided to reopen the 
export of pork meat and pork by-products from the states of Rio Grande do Sul and 
Santa Catarina. Parana will also be permitted to export pork, but only after hav- 
ing vaccinated 2,000 animals against African swine fever within a time limit not 
stated by the minister. The decision was approved Monday evening at an interminis- 
terial meeting in Brasilia. Stabile said that, beginning yesterday, any exporter 
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could request a heelth certificate for pork meat from the regional offices of the 
Mintatry of Agriculture and that those certificates would be tasued, He also ad- 
vised that the Brazilian Foods Company (COBAL) ise authorized to purchase pork meat 
for atockptling. Asked about the quantities COBAL would be able to absorb, he said 
only that, up to now, no sellers have appeared, The purchase price will be that of 
the market. The first reactions to those decisions have already been felt in some 
of the markets, auch as Chapeco in Santa Catarina, where the price of live pork in- 
creased from an average of 38 crugeiros per kg to 42 crugeiro«, according to a Sta- 
bile aide. In the minister's opinion, “all which had to be done was done," and the 
African awine fever virus--which caused exports to be closed-<has now been completely 
eradicated in the two southern states. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in 
Portuguese 22 Oct 80 p 23) 8568 


RAT PROLIFERATION CAUSING DISFASE--The Para Secretariat of Healch has already re- 
ported 9) cases of leptospirosis this year, with 31 dead, representing a 100 percent 
increase over the entire year of 1979, jose Maria Correa, the secretariat's coor- 
dinator of epidemiology, said that the cause of this situation is the proliferation 
of rate in the city due to a lack of garbage collection in the streets and vacant 
lots. For 15 days the Secretariat of Health has been conducting a campaign to get 
rid of the rats tn Belem, but the results have not been good up to now. Therefore, 
he is also asking the people not to throw garbage into the stveets; but even this 
appeal has not obtained results inasmuch as, according to the residents, “the gar- 
bage trucks are extremely slow in collecting the garbage. [Text] [Sao Paulo 0 ES- 
TADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 23 Oct 80 p 16] 8568 


CSO: 5400 
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CHILE 


PURULENT MENINGITIS CASE REPORTED OUTSIDE SANTIAGO 
Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in Spanish 24 Oct 80 p 7 


rext Te assistant director of the Calvo Mackenna hospitel, Dr Carlos Verdugo 
Martinez, yesterday denied that there has been any case of contagious meningitis 
registered in that institution. He did acknowledge that Tuesday the Ana Maria 
Gonzalez, 4 years of age, was admitted to the hospital suffering from purulent 
meningitis probebly caused by an inflammation of the ear, neglected cold, 
diarrhea or acute bronchopneumonia. However, this case is not contagious. 


[solated cases of meningitis have been registered, but they ere not of the con- 
tagious type, said the physician. “If there had been any cases of contagious 
meningitis registered, we would have been the first to alert the media to organ- 
ize a prevention campaign." 


He said that the great majority of patients with this type of iliness have been 
taken to Dr Luis Calvo Mackenna hospital outside Santiago and tat, fortunately, 
for the time being “there is no danger of contagion because the situation is 
under control." 


He repeated that In the case of Ana Maria Gongalez--although the girl continues 
in serious condicion--it is only purulent meningitis in which the evolution was 
due to a previous Inflection, 


The situation caused alarm in the township of La Faena where the child lives. 
Her tamily lives in Lo Hermida and the neighborhood was placed on alert in order 
to prevent possible contagion at the local kindergarten. 


At the emergency service registration desk of that hospital the girl was 
admitted with the official diagnosis of generalized infection. 


11635 
cso: 5400 
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JAMAICA 


ANTIDENGUE CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED IN KINGSTON AREA 
Kingston DAILY GLEANER in English 28 Nov 80 p 13 


[Text] The Kingeton and St. Andrew Corporation (KSAC) Public Health Department on 
Monday launched a public education programme aimed at aborting a full-scale dengue 
epidemic in the Corporate Area. 


The programme will last three weeks and will be conducted in schools, clinics, news- 
papers and on radio and television which will broadcast hints on how to help de- 
stroy mosquitoes and avert the tliness. 


In addition, Special Employment Workers will assist other KSAC workers in a clean-up 
campaign to diecard all receptacles for breeding the mosquitoec. 


The launching took place at the YWCA headquarters, 51 Arnold Road, Kingston 5. 


Addressing the function, the acting Epidemiologist in the Ministry of Health, Dr. 
Carmen Bowen-Wright said that the programme was being launched to prevent a dengue 
outbreak and similar effects the disease had on production and the tourist industry 
during the 1977 epidemic. 


She pointed out that in 1977, factories and other industrial plants recorded 20% ab- 
senteeisem lasting ut to two weeks. Regarding the tourist industry, she said that 
some visitors to the island, during that time, who became affectec, took the illness 
out of the country. 


Describing dengue as a mosquito-borne illness, Dr. Bowen-Wright said that there were 


four types of mosquitoes and it was the Type I that affected Jamaica in 1977. 
Prior to that, the island was affected by Types 2 and 3. 


CSO: 5400 
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KAMPUCHEA 


BRIEFS 


ANTIMALARIA CAMPAIGN--The Ministry of Health recently launched a campaign to era- 
dicate malaria which has been rife at the end of the rainy season in many prov- 
inces, especially in Kompong Speu, Svay Rieng and Preah Vihear. Thanks to the 
assistance of Vietnamese physicians, satisfactory results have been obtained in 
treating thousands of sick people. Efforts have been made tc disseminate pro- 
phylactic measures among the people, and mobile antimalaria groups will be sent 
to other provinces. [Phnom Penh SPK in French 0402 GMT 15 Nov 89 BK) 


CSO: 5400 
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NEW ZEALAND 


BRIEFS 


CASES OF TYPHOITD--Two members of a South Auckland family have been admitted to hos- 
pital with typhoid and a third is suspected of having the disease. And in an unre- 
lated case, a tan who recently visited India is in Green Lane Hospital recovering 
from the disease, it is assumed he contacted typhoid during his travels and health 
authorities have already cleared his contacts. Since it seems highly probable that 
the South Auckland family contracted typhoid after a meal of shellfish, Manukau 
City Council health inspectors are checking seafood stalls and shellfish beds in the 
area. /Excerpt/ /Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 7 Nov 80 p 17 


RUBELLA CONTROVERSY--Six confirmed cases of congenital rubella (German measles) in 
babies born over the last few months in New Zealand have been reported to the De- 
partment of Health. The director of the health promotion division, Dr R Campbell 
Begg, said that 24 possible cases were also being investigated at the National 
Health Institute. "This is just the tip of the iceberg as there will be other 
cases which have not been reported oi diagnosed. Some of these will not become 
apparent until it is discovered the baby is deaf," he said. [Excerpt] [Wellington 
THE EVENING POST in English 11 Nov ‘0 p 147 A plea has been made for al] women of 
child-bearing age to have blood tests to see if they are immune to congenital rubel- 
la (German measles), Mr John Rose, the president of the New Zealand Federation for 
Deaf Children and vice-president of the New Zealand Society for the Deaf, said it 
was possible an outbreak could occur, "The Health Department was warned about 12 
months ago that outbreaks were occurring overseas and could spread here but they 
did nothing to counteract rhis." [Excerpts] [Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in 
English 12 Nov 80 p 137 Blood tests for all women of child-bearing age to see if 
they are immune to congenital rubella (German measies) would over-burden virus lab- 
oratories, a senior Department of Health official said yesterday. Dr Campbell Begg 
said Mr Rose was rightly concerned about the possible effects of the upsurge in Ger- 
man measles, but was not correct in saying that the Department of Health was warned 
12 months ago but did nothing. “The Health Department has, since late 1978, sounded 
the warning that an increase of rubella was anticipated,” Dr Camp»ell Begg said. 
[Excerpts] /Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 13 Nov 80 p 167 


LEGLONNALRES* DISEASE--At least four New Zealanders have died from legionnaires' 
disease over the past year and the mysterious pneumonia-like illness has been 

linked with two other deaths. Two of the known deaths from legionnaires’ disease 
have occurred in Auckland and at least one other person--a North Shore man--is 

known to have survived it. All other reported cases are from Wellington. [Excerpts] 
[Ruckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 13 Nov 80 p 17 


cso: S400 





NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


RIVER BLINDNESS APPEAL--It would be very much appreciated if you would be kind 
enough to allow me space to appeal to the authorities that be to please come to our 
rescue. River blindness appears to be spreading wide in Saminaka Local Government 
area. Efforts in past were made by the authorities to overcome the disease. Heli- 
copters were used in spraying some insecticide in the affected areas. But this 
noble effort by the authorities has stopped for some years now. The disease which 
by then appeared to have been reduced to a minimum for good, has now come back with 
full force. In the layman's conservative estimates, the disease covers a large 
area~-areas from Maigamo village (near Pambeguwa), Kudaru, Rumaya, Gure and some 
parts of Kauru District. I therefore, humbly call on the Kacuna State Ministry of 
Health and all the authorities concerned to please come to our aid before it is too 
late. [Letter to editor] [Yani Ashema] [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 

10 Nov 80 p 4] 


MORE CHOLERA DEATHS--Six people have lost their lives in anoth«r outbreak of chol- 
era in two more local government areas of Gongola State. However, most of the 
people infected have been treated and discharged. A government statement issued in 
Yola yesterday stated that the people who lost their lives were from Yola and Karim 
Lamido local government areas. The first outbreak of cholera in the state was re- 
ported in Michika Local Government area where about 48 people were killed before the 
situation was brought under control last month. Earlier this month, over 10 people 
lost their lives in Mbula and Bachama districts in Numan Local Government area of 
the state. Meanwhile the Epidemiological Unit of the Ministry of Health has em- 
barked on mass immunisation exercise in the infested areas of the state. [Text] 
[Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 12 Nov 80 p 24] 
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LEPROSY PREVALENT LN 9 PROVINCES 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINFS DAILY EXPRESS in English 23 Nov 80 p 3 


[Text] 

LEPROSY ® not hughiy hiduig, very much like Biblical stories 
vOnt sgious. OF so medical authorities of lepers who grouped among 
fell wh, Other diseases, tuberculosis themecives wi caves. away from the 
‘or OW}. can Onteminate much prving eves of people 
latter The college found the 

But “ho would want to sit concentration of leper cases in 
wide a lene: unside ajecpaey” Vullameavan wi the first semester ot 

Residents of = Barangay this vear. The nursing students, as 
Dallen@as on m bhoomme San patt ‘of then trating, did 4 surves 
remendy wm Le Laon, have the Acd in the courte of thew field 
easy answer no one. They are study, they als helpeacure the lepers 
peaking from cx perience THIS SEMESTER, Vis Minodin 

Dallangas ani, three kilometers cast told Depthnews, 4 More concerted 
of San Fernando pobiecion, hus 6° action «has «been planned = for 
lamilies afflicted with leprosy. tn Dullangavan. in cOoperition with 
wme femilws. al! the mentbers are Hethens Huspital, Stich »% part of 
@OTONW cates Laima Christan Colleae they will 

THE DEAN uf the college of spend more tame, effort and mones 
ourting of - avon Ceo otan College n Se line an cman anes @ 
Ne t crnando Vn Pilar ( Vinodin moteaw 69 leprow cOect if the coun 
has confirmed the advanced caves of He sad the divcare « noe endeae (N Hine 
leprosy if the Marangay provinces. Among theee ate locos Norte 

She said they have gone to the which has more thar 1,000 cases, Bovos 
rwugtemn au ot the Darang . int 3B a byt hy ae oe 
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BRIEFS 


POLIO, MEASLES, TB VACCINES--Lutete health care training project in Luwero district 
has received some vaccines fur polio, measles, T.8. and others. Announcing this 
in Lawero, Mr Senkima Mbalu called upon the public particulariy people of Wabu- 
sana county to take their children for vaccination which will be done every Tues- 
day during morning houre.--UNA [Text] [Kampala UGANDA TIMES ir English 13 Nov 80 


p 3) 











VLETNAM 


HIGH MORTALTTY RATE AMONG CHILDREN REPORTED 
Hanoi TO QUOC in Vietnamese No 10, Oct 80 pp 33 
{[Articie by Dang Phuong Kiet, MD: “Medical Needs of Children’) 


[Excerpt] We have made « big effort to provide drugs for hospitale at central, city, 
provincial, and district levels, and for village dispensaries to prevent and treat 
diseases. That effort, coupled with hygienic prophylactic activities, has contributed 
to reducing the morbidity rate and mortality rate among children to a certain extent. 


liowever, many diseases still linger on, including even those causing high mortality 
rates, as a result of the deep-seated impact of a protracted war on an underdeveloped 
economy, and of the effect of the very laws governing the spread of diseases. 


In the past three years (1977-1979), the Institute for the Protection of Children's 
Health treated about 7,500 inpatients received from nearly all of the northern pro- 
vinces. Serious pediatric cases acco ated for 25 percent (1977) to 35 percent (1979), 
since the inetitute is the last medic i inetance to which gravely i111 children from 
all around the country are referred. 


in the past five years (1975-1979), our emergency and recovery department alone 
treated some 2,500 children for diseases concerning, by order of incidence, the re- 
apirative system, the digestive system, the nutritional system, congenital defects, 
the nervous system, the circulatory system, the kidneys, and blood. Staphylococcus 
diseases alone accounted for 10 percent. Diseases causing high mortality rates (to 
cite only the ones with high incidence) are those affecting the respirative, diges- 
tive, nutritional, nervous, and the circulatory systems, as well as staphyloccal 
blood infections. 


Diseases with high mortality rates such .s malaria, bubonic plague, hemorrhagic fever, 
etc, still prevail in many southern provinces and northern midlands provinces. 


9213 
CSO: 54600 
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VILETNAM 


HIGH SUCCESS IN MALARIA ERADICATION IN DAC LAC CLATMED 
Hanoi SUC KHOE in Vietnamese 5 Oct 80 p 7 
[Article: “Dac Lac: After More Than Two Years of Eradicating Malaria”) 


(Text) Dac Lac ie a highland province located in a region heavily invested 
with malaria. The number of people afflicted with malaria before liberation 
was very high according to data gathered in a survey of the malaria situation 
in 44 locations in the province: 


~-The malaria parasite rate in the province was 21.31 percen.. That rate 
exceeded 15 percent in all districts topped by Lak district with 39.27 percent. 
Among children, the parasite rate surpassed 20 percent, also topped by Lak 
[Dietrict| with 47.71 percent. 





~-The rate of people with enlarged spleens in the province was 14.95 percent. 


--25 species of Anopheles have been identified, including 2 main vectors of 
malaria, A. Minimut and A. Balabacensis«. 


These data show that there is a high incidence of malaria in Dac Lac, causing 

a considerable impact on the health, life, and production of the people in the 
province. That te why malaria eradication has become ao very important require- 
ment aimed at protecting and improving the health of the people, and at creat ng 
a favorable climate for regional economic and cultural development. 


In the past 3 years, implementing the malaria eradication policy of the party 

and the state, Dac Lac authorities have carried out synchronized measures to 
attack and eliminate malaria throughout the province with many achievements. 

Atcer 2 years (1978-1979), the parasite rate in the province has decreased from 
17.92 percent in 1977 to 7.82 percent (at the end of 1979). The number afflicted, 
as well as the mortality rate from virulent malaria, has dropped considerably: 
from 139,854 malaria patients including 1,128 virulent cases in 1977 down to 
19,587 patients including 151 virulent cases in 1979. 


The malaria eradication campaign has been promoted even more in 1980. Before 
launching the first phase of the malaria eradication campaign for 1980, the pro- 
vinetal maleria eradication committee held meetings to assess the 1978-1979 
results, to draw up plans for 1980, and to discuss ways to provide tighter 


2k 











leadership to the campaign. Because of that, the firet phase of the 1980 eradi- 
cation campaign has been completed in keeping with plane and requirements and 
with good quality. Thies year in particular, besides the two regular eradication 
waves, provincial authorities organized the taking of oral preventive drugs by 
the people in June and July, especially in critical areas to foil malaria recur- 
rence during the forthcoming rainy season. Thanks to these active steps, in the 
first 6 months of 1980 the malaria parasii® rate in the province was down to 3,12 
percent. As compured with the end of 1979 the number of malaria patients has 
dropped consideratly, with only 20 virulent cases for the whole province. 


Cadres and the people in the province are very enthusiastic and proud of the 
malaria eradication achievements because in just over 2 years they have been 
able to repulee malaria, blunting ite high incidence as wel' as its virulence. 
Capitalizing on these achievements, Dac Lac is making greater efforts so as to 
basically exterminate malaria by the end of 1980. 


9213 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


BILHARZIA INCREASE--The long drought that had hit parts of Zimbahwe had complicated 
the fight in rural areas against water-borne diseases like bilnarzia, the Deputy 
Minister of Health, Dr Simon Mazorodze, has said. The Minister said in an inter- 
view that the campaign against water-borne disease had been inhibited during the 
war. “A‘ter the war, the problem is now compounded in that we have had two years of 
drought in which etreams have not flowed." This meant that stagnant water had be- 
come highly contaminated. In some cases, people and animals shared the same water, 
posing a health hazard for the people. Dr Mazorodze said: "The whole country" was 
full of bilharzia and "we certainly don't know where to start" in curbing it. Al- 
though health workers were treating bilharzia victims, the numbers of patients were 
eo large that a basic solution lay in providing adequate water resources. He said 
that without sufficient safe drinking water, the problem would continue. Dr Ma- 
zorodze said the Ministry of Water Development had embarked on “an ambitious pro- 
gramme” to sink boreholes in the countryside. The programme would go a long way 
towards solving the problem of water-borne diseases over which, he said, the Minis- 
try was “concerned.” [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 28 Nov 80 p 7) 
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INTER@AFRICAN AFFALRS 


FRG INVESTING LN ANTI=TSETSE FLY PROGRAM IN SEVEN AFRICAN NATIONS 


Monrovia NEW LIBERIAN in English 17 Nov 80 p 6 


(Text ] 


Htonn (DaD) - Tsetse flies 
apread sleeping sickness 
over roughly 10) million 
square kilometres (25,900, 
000 square miles), or two 
thirds of Africa south of 


the Sahara. A German doctor, 


Hobert Koch, developed the 
first affective treatment 
early this century. 

The Bonn government is in- 
vesting more than DM5SOm in a 
hid to put paid to the flies 
in Seven African countries. 
larqe areas have already 
been wrested from the tsetse 
fly for cattle breeding, but 
near'y a third of potential 
pasture acreaqe lay waste - 
a third that could feed 120 
million head of cattle with 
an annual meat output of 1.5 
million tonnes, 

Veterinary experts at a 


new West Herlin laboratory 
have made their facilities 
available to foreiqn pharma- 
ceuticals manufacturere who 
want fo put sleeping sick- 


ners Attics to the Lest . 
Findings are recorded for 
international use, then 


milled to sender, Drags may 
1) seo underqo field trials as 
part of the German pro- 
qramme . 


Veterinary checkpoints and 
research centres are being 
set up with German help in 
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various African countries. 
Insecticides, sprayed by air 
or qround patrols, can only 
be used in heavily infested 
areas, otherwise preference 
is given to biological war- 
fare as evolved by German 
veterinary entomologists. 

Teetse flies are bred in 
laboratories and raised on a 
diet of beef ard pork blood 
supplied by abattoirs. Male 
flies bred in cages are 
sterilised by radiation, Tf 
a sterile male nates with a 
female, she too will = be 
sterile for life. This bio- 
logical method eliminates 
the risk to flora and fauna 
and is less expensive than 
insecticide spraying. 

Chemical treatment cannot 
be ruled = out altogether. 
When swarms of tsetse flies 
threaten to return, insecti- 
cides can set up a chemical 
barrier to keen invaders 
out. 

West German experts are 
helping Atrican colleaques 
to wade acrial and biologi- 
cal war on sleeping sickness 
between 13 deqroes North and 
20 deaqrees South, The mea- 
sures outlined above are 
only part cf the campaign. 
Another is breeding cattle 
that are resistant to infec- 
tion. 




















ISRAEL 


ANTL=PATHOGENIC BACTERLA VACCINE DEVELOPED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 21 Sep 80 p 4 


[Text] A vaccine ugainst a bacteria which caused a high rate mortality among 
calves and pigs was developed in the Veterinarian Institute in Bet-Dagan. The 
bacteria, called “entropathogenic coli" is likely to attack babies as well. 


The new vaccine, which was recently produced and marketed, was developed by Dr 
Ze'ev Trainin, head of the Department of Immunology at the Kamron Veterinarian 
Institute of Bet-Dagan. 


Previous attempts in other parts of the world to develop a similar faccine failed. 


lhe bacteria is similar in its characteristics to the one causing cholera. The 
bacteria penetrates the animal's intestines at its birth, and the consequence 
is fatal. The mortality of calves in Israel caused an annual loss of 70-80 
million lira. 


In numerous countiies throughout the world, says Dr Trainin, anc especially in 
those with well developed cattle industry, tine damage amounts to millions of 
dollars yearly, as a result of the mortality rate of the aninals. 


In many laboratories throughout the world, vaccines are developei for mothers 

who pass the immunity to their offspring. Approximately 1 yeur ago, a similar 
vaccine was developed in the Veterinarian Institute of Bet Dagan. But Dr Trainin 
thought years ago about vaccinating the newborns at birth in order to create 
efficient resistance to the disease in them. 


A team of researchers in the Departments of Immunology and Bacteriology headed 
by Dr Trainin succeeded after numerous laboratory and field experiments to 
develop a new vaccine which proved its efficiency: according to Dr Trainin none 
of the vaccinated animals suffered from the disease. 


The "Maabarot" company, manufactuers of veterinarian products, which funded a 
great part of the research acquired the rights for producing and marketing the 
vaccine in Israel and abroad. 


The new vaccine aroused great interest among agricultural organizations, 
research laboratories and companies for veterinarian products throughout the 
world. 


9467 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


BATTLE AGALNST RATS--The second phase of rat-fighting would begin in Kuwait in 
the second half of this month with a KD 2 million budget support. This was dis- 
closed by the Assistant Undersecretary for Financial Affairs in the Ministry of 
Health and the Chairman of the Supreme Committee for fighting rodents, Khalid 

Al Sani. The second phase will be more comprehensive than the first and it 
include mop-up operations inside houses and flats with new techniques designed 
to eliminate the menace. The total anti-rat budget rests at KD 3.5 million with 
half a million dinar reserved for the third phase. The rat-fighting personnel 
will have full authority to hunt rats in public and private places, assisted by 
police. [Text] [Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 4 Nov 80 p 2] 


)LSEASE!) COWS--Cows imported from an East Asian country, have been found infected 
with inflamation of lungs, according to reliable sources. A report on the matter 
has been submitted to the Director of Agricultural Administration. The report 
stated that the cows were not put through the usual medical checks when they first 
arrived in Kuwait. Earlier batches of cows from the Asian country had been found 
healthy. The infection was discovered only after the latest batch of cows had 
been sold to some farms. [Text] [Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 2 Nov 80 p 3} 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


CAITLE DIE OF RINDERPEST--Several hundred milch cattle died of rinderpest at the 
Landhi Cattle Colony during the last couple of months. The contagious disease is 
said to be now under control, Rinderpest struck due to negligence on the part of 
the cattle owners, an Animal Husbandry official said yesterday, Rinderpest spread 
as the cattle owners allegedly refused to get their cattle vaccinated, They feared 
that as a result of the vaccination the daily milk yield of their cattle would be 
reduced, Amother reason stated is that despite the restrictions imposed from time 
to time by the authorities on the movement of livestock, the cattle owners illegally 
bring their affected or diseased cattle to the Cattle Colony, The cattle-owners 
have been asked by the authorities to extend full cooperation to the field staff 
so that their animals could be protected against the contagious disease. Landhi 
Cattle Colony has about one lakh animals, including 80,000 buffaloes; and 12,000 
milch cows besides bulls, goat and sheep etc, The colony supplies about 10,000 

~~ os of milk daily to the city, (Text) (Karachi DAWN in English 25 Nov 80 

p 8 


CSO: 5400 


30 

















VENEZUELA 


VIRAL DISEASE KILLS HUNDREDS OF DOGS IN CARACAS 
Caracas FL NACTONAL in Spanish 3 Nov 80 p D-19 
[Article by Eduacdo Delpretti] 


[Text] In the past 15 days hundreds of dogs have died due 
to an epizooty caused by a parvo virus, possibly brought in 
from Miami, because of absence of inspection and quarantine 
at the Venezuelan ports and airports. 


The boy was very nappy when his father gave him a small, expensive thoroughbred 

dog. tna few days the dog became ill. He suffered hemorragic gastroenteritis 

and died in less than 72 hours. A fatal virus called parvo virus is exterminat- 
ing the canine population in Caracas. 


(he veterinary clinics of the capital are full of dogs with this disease caused 
by the parvo virus and a virtual emergency has been declered. 


Dr Enrique Cosling, former chairman of the Venezuelan Association of Veterinar- 
ians of Small Animals, showed concern in view of this new epizooty which causes 
loss of appetite, vomiting and bloody diarrhea, and has a high mortality rate. 


This virus causes 4 decrease of white cells in the animal and leaves it defense- 
less. Generally dogs have 10,000 white cells per cc of blood, and parvo virus 
lowers this to 1,000 or 2,000 cells. This is called Panleucopenia. 


Gosling and his colleagues think that the virus was introduced from abroad, 
mainly from the U.S. state of Florida, where for the past 2 months dogs have 
been dying at an alarming rate from this disease. 


Here the epizooty has been present for the past 15 days. 


Dr Gosling complained that there is almost no control in the country over ani- 
male that come from abroad with their owmers. There is no quarantine as in 
other countries, not even examination, because veterinarians who work in these 
areas do not have the minimum tools needed for their work. 


"Dogs and other domestic animals enter the country and are taken to the stores. 
Because there is no health control, they are often sold when they are already 
diseased, and they die. 
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“Government after government," he said, "has faced this serious problem and has 
done nothing to solve it. 


"We import diseases, not only virus like the present one, but parasitic ones and 
even congenital diseases. Nobody pays any attention to this." 


fhe veterinarian said that the only way to prevent the illness is to use a vac- 
cine which is not manufactured in the country and has to be imported or 


“smuggled in." it is called vaccine against feline Panleucopenia. 
Question: Feline? 
Answer: there is no vaccine for dogs but there is one for cats, in whom its 


effectiveness has been proven. The same applies to dogs because the virus caus- 
ing the disease is a parvo virus. 





Question: Is there enough vaccine in the country? 
Answer: We have it in sufficient quantities in all veterinary clinics. 


Question: Do you think, then, that the government should produce this vaccine 
so that people with modest economic means could vaccinate their animals, because 
this disease affects not only dogs but also cats, rabbits, cows.... 


And humans? 


Answer: lt also affects humans, with the same symptoms. In Cacacas today there 
is a plague among children. Health authorities should investigate to see whether 
parvo virus is to blame. 


Enrique Gosling pointed out that when the animal is ill there is very little that 
can be done for it. 


"There is no effective treatment when the virus is already present. We recom- 
mend giving fluid intravenously and widespectrum antibiotics. 


"If that child's dog had been vaccinated it would not have died. Vaccination 
is the only effective means of prevention." 


11635 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


DLCO-EA TO UNDERTAKE INTENSIVE OPERATIONS 
Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 21 Nov 80 p 6 


[Text] Addis Ababa (EH)--The Desert Locust Control Organization for East Africa 
(DLCO-EA) has envisaged to undertake yet more intensive control operations against 
Desert Locusts, Quelea birds, Armyworms, and Tsetse flies within East African 

and adjoining regione, a spokesman of the Organization disclosed to the HERALD here. 


The spokesman said that the major objective of the Orgenization during the current 
year is to strengthen its operational capacity and increase e“ficiency by making the 
best use of the formerly accumulated scientific experiences. Thus, efforts are be- 
ing made to promote the most effective control of the desert locust in the region 
and to offer its services in co-ordinating and reinforcing the national action 
against desert locust in Fast Africa, he added. 


In the years since its inception the success of the DLCO-EA in the control of the 
desert locust eventually led to the prolongation of the recession of locust upsurges 
and encouraged the rember countries of the Organization to entrust it with additional 
regional work in the control of migratory and other common pests like Quelea birds, 
Armyworms and Tsetse flies, it was further noted. This, according to the spokes- 
man, is a very important development that has further diversified the scope of the 
Organization's responsibilities--a-great contribution to the security of food sup- 
ply in Eastern Africa. 


Potential Danger 


The spokesman said, to begin with, locusts do not respect international boundaries; 
they rather attack and destroy all kinds of crops anywhere. Unlike ants and bees, 
locusts are not social insects and there is no leadership in a swarm. He added 

that ewarme go with *he wind moving toward areas where low level winds meet and con- 
sequently rain falls. Areas where the soil is moist and the vegetation green cre- 
ate favourable conditions for successful breeding. It was learnt that although the 
desert locust occurs in many desert countries it usually arrives during the rainy 
season, when these countries are at their least desertic These characteristics, ac- 
cording to the spokesman, make the migrations of the desert locust unpredictable. 


In an effort te curtail breeding and multiplication of the desert locust, the spokes- 
man eaid that aerial and ground surveys are being carried out ‘n all the potential 
breeding grounds in the region. The spokesman noted that any locust populations 
during the recession are a potential danger if they find favourable climatic and 
ecological conditions thus, they should be detected and promptly controlled. 
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Other peste, the spokesman reiterated, have also received the Organization's due at- 
tention. Thus, he said, Quelea bird has been successfully controlled in Kenya and 
Tanzania: Armyworm outbreaks have also been effectively dealt with in Kenya and 
Tanzania. Teetee fly control operations have also been carried out successfully in 
some areas in Uganda ae the spread of human sleeping sickness in that country was 
assuming alarming proportion. 


The Desert Locust Control Organization for East Africa was escablished by an inter- 
national convention in 1962 and signed, in Addis Ababa, by the governments of 


Ethiopia, the Democratic Republic of the Sudan, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Tanzania 
and Uganda, it was learnt. 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


BLUE MOLD DISEASE SPREADS, PREVENTION MEASURES 
Boesch Criticiem Scored 
Santo Domingo LIS IN DIARIO in Spanish 13 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text| Sabana Larga, San Juan de la Maguana--Yesterday, the secretary of agriculture 
said that the toboceo harvesters of the Cibao region “can rely on the method that 

ie being used" to curb blue mold, a disease which has been damaging that crop in 

the aforementioned region. 


Agricultural engineer Hipolito Mejia remarked: "We are certain that wherever the 
disease has been appearing, it will be controlled.” 


The night before lest, Prof Juan Bosch, leader of the Dominican Liberation Party, 
blamed the appearance of blue mold in the tobacco seed beds and plantations on 
negligence on the part of the officials who are responsible for providing technical 
asetatance to amall and medium-sized producers. 


in thie regard, Mejia claimed that, “of the countries attacked by this disease, we 
are the onea who have adopted prevention measures." 


He commented: “What we want now ie for Prof Juan Bosch to offer his unselfish efforts 
to Cuba where, last year, over 90 percent of the tobacco crop was lost as a result 
of blue mold.” 


The official noted that measures which he described as prophylactic have been adopt- 
ed here, tn order to prevent total damage to tobacco productior. He said: “They are 
preventive measures, whereby we have lent technical and financial assistance." 


Commenting on what Bosch had said, Mejia stressed the fact that, in Cuba, 400-year- 
old measures were put into effect, and nevertheless the effects of the disease 
could not be avotfded in that country. 


He added: “Tf the disease has appeared throughout the entire Caribbean area and in 
the Untted States, there is no reason for it not to appear {n this country.” 


The secretary of agriculture expressed the view that Prof Bosch wants to seem 
appealing to those whom he considers uninformed, which is why he made a remark about 
a disease attacking tobacco which is not at all rare, since it ned shown up in Cuba. 
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Mejia gave assurance that the Tobacco Institute has 35,000 kilograma of Ridomi! 
avallable with whica to curb the disease, whereas Bosch had claimed that the agri- 
cultural authorities had only 500 kilograms of the product, which is the one beat 
suited for eliminating these situations. 


Areas Affected 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 13 Nov 80 pp 1, 13 


(Text) Santfago--The blue mold disease attacking the tobacco plantations has con- 
tinued to spread among the seedbeds being grown in cultivation areas of Central 
Cibao, while brigades of technicians and agricultural workers are combing the areas 
reserved for planting during the current season, applying fungicides. 


To date, outbreaks have been detected on plots in this town, Navarrete, Moca, and La 
Vega, among other loce.ities. 


Agronomiat Leocadio Vasquez, the agricultural director of INTABACO [Tobacco Insti- 
tute) eaid that there are sufficient resources to combat the disease, and warned 
producers to follow the recommendations of the technicians. 


Thus far, the current tebacco season is as the seedbed growing stage and, as soon 
ae weather conditions become favorable, the planting will begin on over 400,000 
tareas.. 


The situation has caused deep concern in the region, because tobucco is one of the 
main sources of income for thousands of farmers. Tobacco is one of our leading 
agricultural export crops, and the last harvest produced over $53 million. 


The INTABACO technicians have ordered the burning of seedbeds struck by the fungus 
which produces the disease. 


Specifically, outbreaks have appeared in Buayabal, Baitoa, Navarrete, Villa Gonzalez, 
La Clenaga, Palmar Abajo and Gurabo, in this muncipality; as well as in Guazumal, 
Tamboril, El Cafmito Moca and, unofficially, in Salcedo. 


when blue mold enters an area, it becomes an endemic disease, and is very difficult 
to eliminate. 


Yesterday, Prof Juan Bosch resumed hie criticism of the authorities in charge of 
tobacco policy, stacing that efficient preventive measures have not been aduopried. 


Yesterday afternoon, the director of INTABACO, agronomist Ariosto Mendez, said that 
a response would be given to the head of the Dominican Liberation Party. 


Latest Developments 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 17 Nov 80 p 11 


[Text] Santiago--The Tobacco Department's office of public relations has explained 
that blue mold has not penetrated the entire region of Cibao. 
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It thereby explaine a report which appeared in a Santo Domingo morning newspaper, 
Neweman Alejandro Garcia Ramirez, head of the aforementioned office, said that the 
disease exiete only in some areas of Santiago and in the subsones of La Vega and 
Moca. 


The report attributed to the head of the Tobacco Department, agronomiet Ariosto 
Mendes, ithe etatement that blue mold had spread throughout all of Cibao. 


The Tobacco Department's public relations director said: “Tt ie not true that Mendez 
gave that information." 


According to Garcia Ramirez, in the La Canela section of Santiago, where the appear-~ 
ance of the disease was firet reported, highly effective preventive measures have 
been adopted. 


He noted that, with the application of the product known as Ridomil, there has been 
success in checking the propagation of blue mold in La Canela, and the healthy seed- 
beds have been saved. 


The Tobacco Department official claimed that extensive preventive activity has been 
under way in the areas where blue mold has sot shown up. 


Garcia Ramiret added that the measures have also been adopted in the affected areas. 


He disclosed that, at the present time, other conventional pruducts are being used 
in the sreae free of the disease. 


Garcia Ramirez commented: “We hope chat this harvest can be saved, and the techni- 
cians from the Tobacco Department are working very persistently for this purpose.” 


In conclusion, he remarked that the Tobacco Department is holding constant meetings 
in order to adopt the most feasible measures, which are being handled by agronomist 
Artosto Mendez. 


During hie vieit to Santiago, President Antonio Guzman said thet the government 
would provide whatever economic resources are necessary to counter the disease, 
commenting: "We must protect an industry which contributes between $55 and $60 
million in hard currency to the nation.” 


2909 
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El. SALVADOR 


BRIEFS 


COFFEE RUST~-San Salvador, 20 Nov (ACGAN-EFE)~--New outbreaks of coffee rust 
have been detected on coffee farmea in central El Salvador, officitale of the 
Coffee Research Inatitute have reported here. The outbreak hae been detected 
in Santiago Nonualco, San Pedro Nonualco and San Juan Nonualco, in an area 

56 km southeast of here. It seems to be a more serious and extensive outbreak 
than that spotted in the east. Another area hit by the blight is Sonsonate 
Department, about 100 km from the Guatemalan border. [Panama City ACAN 

in Spanish 1732 GMT 20 Now 80 PA) 
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PAKISTAN 


PESTS INFEST CROPS IN SIND 
Karachi DAWN in Englieh 26 Nov 80 p 4 


[Text) Sukkur, Now 25: Agha Saifuddin, General Secretary of the Sukkur Chamber 
of Agriculture, hae urged the Federal Government to restore the subsidy on pesti- 
cides for the Kashtkare and poor cultivators of Sind Province as is being done in 
Baluchietan Province. 


He complained that a late variety of paddy pest has damaged the paddy crop in Up- 
per Sind and due to a four-fold increase in the price of pesticices it wae beyond 


the reach of the Kashtkara and poor cultivators to protect their crops and thus 
resulting in national production loss. 


Agha Satfuddin hae appealed to the Government to make provision in the new budget 
for the aerial epray of crops like paddy and cotton in Sind otherwise small zamin- 
dare and poor cultivators would suffer an irreparable damage to their economy. 


He aleo demanded that the seede of new variety of paddy (No 494) and Sind Basmati 
be supplied to the farmers of Sind so that the per acre yield of paddy could be 
raised. 


Agha Seaifuddin appealed to the Government to make adequate arrangements so that 
the farmers of Upper Sind could get the Government's fixed price of Re 38.52 per 
40 kilogram for Irri-6 in Mandi towne. 
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